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How Little Hugh Carroli Was
Trapped in the Magic Cabinet
and Taken Away fo the Castie
of the Four Great Gianis

\' IA one warm ‘.’U roon, |JUI not 1utl lrllﬂlh.h
to- think of supper-time, and far, very far
from all thoughts of sleeping, Amita and

Hugh Carroll sat in the doorw: vy of the big parlor
looking out across the porch and the level zreen
lawn down the dusty red road that léd to the far-
away city. The children had played unti! they had
tired, had drank ice-water until they seemed burst-
ing, and now sat down to wait, with what patience
they eould summon. until the supper-bell announced
that they might rush to the table.

“It’s .a long time yet,” said the boy, who was
years younger than Anita. “I really don’t think I
ever can wait. I wish you would tell me a story; not
a very long one, you know, but just enough to make
me forget my hunger.”

“Anybody would think,” said Anita, “that yeu
had eaten nothing for eight or nine days, like the
sailors thet are shipwrecked. I'll tell you the story
about ‘em.”

“No, indeed, you won't,” cried Hugh. “I
want to hear anything abouf starving. I
story about things to eat. Tell me about a wi
that turned sticks into pretzels or mud-pies into
real ones.”

“I have to wu often that
things as witches,” answered the

“Well, there's fairies,”

e. There ain’t any
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there are no such
girl.
announced the lad, firmly.
fairies, either; nor elves,
10Mes, s, nor nothing,” replied the

sister, just as decidedly.

“Then what makes the old cabinet move
he arcked.

you mean !

nor ogre

around
the parlor ™
“What do inquired the girl in sor-
ise, looking behind her into the darkened room.in
which they were never allowed to play.
“Something makes the funny tall cabinet over in
corner go sneaking ‘round in.the dark, just as
was going to come out here but was afraid to.

A Strange OIld Cabinet

Tain't movin’ 7 said
Hugh. “But I saw it a minute ago, and onee before
I saw it, too.”

“What

tell such stories? A

if it

now, so vou needn't rabber

eried Anita. “What makes
cabinet ean’t move unless

a foolish boy,”

somebody moves it.”
“That’s \-.Eu
anyhow.
Anita and walked the parlor,
fully at the old rosewood eabinet,

rni father
very

I asked you what Joes it. It

has legs,
looking
which piece
had recently bought at an
much pleased with his bar-
certainly was nothing about it to
that it ever moved unless
Its long, slender. curved legs
1z enough to support it, to
walking about, and its whole

o venerable and dignified that such a

ling seemed ridiculous to think of. It was
| and its seven drawers, caeh with its
hint at State pa-
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Anita . 1 “Perhaps it was afraid
t'would get a coat of varnis all shiny, like
the others,

3 handle, seemed to

old s hidden
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filled with

she drawers
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“I'm ;Mfi 1 i our room,”’
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]” bet that's what it do« 4

“What hops around at nig
hind them. and both jumped. ere stood
mother smiling. When Hugh repeated his
ment that he had seen the cabinet
gravely at him and said:

“That’s a story, my, son,

“for

Hugh,
at night, for

1 .
ht? a 1 & Yoice

be:
their
state-
move she looked
and I have a
y DUN .,h vou for \nm.., such things t
Nevy tell what you to be
never srow up to be a great

good mind
your sister.
untrue or you will
lawyer like your dear
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ugh stoutly prote
and insisted that the
bohind his back
talking. Then

ted that he h;
had
in mockery
sther grew

1d told the truth,

actually moved
even while she was
angry, for this she
considered 1 obstinaey on her sou'’s part, and
s0 when Mr. Carroll came home she reported to him
Hugh's astou At first Mr. ( .1nm' laughed,
but ‘\iwzl Hugh wsserted that he had seen the
ancient piecce of ‘fu ;|v-1|1;:?f.' stride across
t}:-- room in a stealthy fashion. Mr. Qarroll
became angryv, for he had a great
truth and nothing pained him so
an untruth uttered.
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Hugh’s Story Was True

After a time he
gleep 1n the parlor on the
upon which the
to s, as it was

decided to make the little boy
magnificent satin-covered
never allowed
nd el Hugh
was alarmed at the pending a whole
night there, but he knew t it would be very fool-
ish to attempt to de bis father, and .resolved to
be as brave as a soldier in battle

The moonlight eame th
filtered to a dim gleam
misty diamond-shaped pattern on the
seemed to slowly by as the
through the sky. course, deserted him at
once, although he generally sank into a deep slum-
ber almost as soon as he got into his bed.

He lay there watehing the softly zleaming refice-
tions from the shining furniture, and soon thesa
gleans bégan to resemble eyes staring at him out
of the dark, but as he was really a very brave boy
he got right up and walked di-ectly to the gleaming
gpot, placed his hand upon it, and so assured him-
sclf that it was only his imagination: and that is
the thing to do whenever vou thing in a
dark room that seems mysterious and forbidding.

With \H‘l"‘ wpened eves he stared, then he heard
hiz papa'’s step outside, and glancing again at the
cabinet saw tha! it had slipped back
to its place in a ‘winkling.

Mr. -Carroll. lighted the
said:

“l think, after »!l, you have
punished enough. ~re you now
fo= telling a felsehood 77

“I mever told one!” replicd Iugh.
“And besides that, the eabinet moved
Just now.”

His father turued and stared in
surprise, for there stood the cabinet
with its front turncd ‘oward the wall.
It had hopped back so quiekly- that it
badn’t time to turn around snd face,
toward the rovnmi as befere. Mr. Garg
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roll went over to it, and Hugh sprang up and fol-
lowed. He looked at Hugh and thea at Il\ piece,of
furniture unll

“Well, wel
on earth
“Did it
just now.”
“What folly,”

at the cabinet
]
1

said:

You couldn’t have done it, but
:uHH it zet turned about ¢

itself,” replied Hugh. “lt was over there

how

r, but he stared
e I‘I;xi!xll\'

exclaimed his fathe
carefully, for it
a child to move and nobody had entered
he room. “This is very curious,” he added. “There
must be, of course, some explanation of such a phe-
nomenon, but I ecan’t discover it.”

He looked a closet and 2l about the room,
examining the windows also, but they were all care-
fully fastened. He shook his head and asked:

“Now tell me, how it happened ¢”

Hugh insisted that it had walked about the room
and returned to the wall of its own velition, but
Mr. Carroll was too wise to admit that such a thing
was {)l,-\il.}v and leading the 'H‘\' into the dining-
room hs sat down and said sternly:

“There is mystery here, and you alone can
explain ir. Now tell me who has been helping you
to play this trick #”

Hugh was about to speak when there was a crash
heard in the parlor, and Mr. Carroll sprang into
the room, lighted the gas again and stood aghast at
beholding a small inlaid table overturned in the
middle of the room. The mysterious eabinet stood
against the avall, but facing out now and somewhat
removed from its usual place.

Mr. Carrsll rubbed his
grinned in delight.
to be
that
table
very

was too

cavy for

imto

son,

SO

forchead
Yet even then the
s0 sure are these very wise
humar hand had not overturned the
moved the eabinet. He examined both
carefully and finally with an effort turned the
cebinet around. He stared in surprise and eried s
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Brave Boy’s Experiment
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Everybeay
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and the door was promptly opened.
stared into the eabinet’s mterior, but
all in the shallow closet that
vealed, and they saw only the backs of the
drawers.
Mr. C
:'n'; said:
“This thi
vet. To-morre

arroll replaced the drawers, closed the door

s beyond me, but T won't
l will study it
iile 1 read a
I am sur

give it up
cut carefully. All :'
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alled
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cal inets that we see
at's Just
enchanted
“Nonsense! Ther trick, and
man—or ~behind it all,” replied
looking keenly him, for he still suspected |
having a hand in the my
more wag to be done that
except Mr. Carroll,
jurors and magic.

other sounds heard

what I though
, sure.”

some
a boy
him ulw
stery. Howewer, nothinz
night, so all went to bed
who sat down to wl about con-
Toward midnight there
from the parlor,
to the door he looked in, and in the dark-
that all the furniture had been pushed
about and everything out of place.
appeared beside for the boy h

“Let’s hide and wateh,”
we ean see what's

were
and Tunning
!l'\:‘l':'\l.\
NeS: SaW
Hugh suddenly
him, ( slept.
he whispered. “Perhaps
doing u.'

His father nodded, and then a brigl t idea entered
the Jad's mind and he added:

“Suppose 1 hide inside of th
that door.”

Mr. Carroll admired his son’s bravery, for after
all this was feat that few bovs would
ten:pt after what had happened, and wis
his spirit he Hugh slipped within
cabinet and drew the door to. It was dark in
but he knew that his father was neer
{fear whatever. It makes a great diff
vour fa r‘wr stonds right by to help if danger threat-
ens, and the worst thing Hugh expected was a short
ride around the room, perhaps.

Both kept very still for a long time, and Hugh

cabinet, T ean just
about get

into
dare at-
ing to test
consented. the
there,
and had no
erence '\\'hm\

THE FIELDS FLEW

vas becoming impatient as well as stiff and sleepy,
“hun suddenly he felt a trembling in the wooden
walls of the cabinet, a sort of shiver that ran
through the frame and alse through him as well.
He was wide awake in an instant, but aothing fol-
lowed, and after awhile-he again began to feel
gleepy. Soon after he heard his father snore softly,
and he grinned to think that he wis more wakeful
than his parent. but the grin quickly altered to
another expression as he felt the cabinet suddenly
bvgin to move across the room. ;

The cabinet moved along and the sensation was
like riding in a carriage, or, rather, sailing in a
boat, for there was a sort of lurching motion about
it, but after a time he began to think it must have
walked farther than the length of the parlor, and
as it did nothing else he thought it was time to
wake his father and let him see the performance. so
he called loudly. There was no reply, and then be-
coming really alarmed he pushed hard upon the
door and it flew open

In the Giants’ Home

Instead of finding himself in the familiar parlor
with its carpet of roses he saw wide fields around
him, across which the cabinet was rumming like a
frightened rabbit. In the distance tall trees over
which the moon was sailing, and far away in the
rear, for, of
the cabinet

course, he was looking backward as
ran along, he could see the lights of the
city where he lived. The door was swinging to and
fro as the cabinet lurched over the uneven ground,
and he prepared to jump out, but just as he was
ready, slam! came the door and imprisoned him
again, for he could not open it, although he pushed
with all his strength.

On leaped the animated piece of furniture as if
chased by hounds, and for a long time Hugh was
kept in the narrow enclosure: but suddenly all mo-
tion ceased, and again pushing at the door in des-
peration, it flew open readily. He found himself in
an enormous room, a room as large as his father's
whole house, with stone flooring, in the centre of
which stood a table, the top of which was high
above the tallest man’s head, but he could see dishes
thereon, cups as large as washtubs and tumblers as
big as hogsheads, while four immense chairs, with
seats as broad as the big satin sofa at Lome, were
]zL.muI about it.

Hugh perceived at once that he was in the house
of a giant, and counting the chairs and the
cups on the table he came to the conclusion,
intelligent boy would, that the gianis were
number.

He now becanie really alarmed, for what the eabi-

purposed in bringing him to this a

uld not imagine, but, as had heard often
nough about giants and ogres, he dreaded the
st fate 1».,~-§Ivi(- which wa devoured.
\ieanwhile the eabinet lnuh"l noiselessly about the
huge room lxkl a stealthy cat, as if l '*] g for a
hiding place, but, suddenly, a loud noise becoming
il it backed quickly against the ﬂ.‘.uH and stood

huge
as any
four in

ppalling place

there

An Alarming Dispuie

he door not quite close, and
. = 2
ining his neek, could just
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manage
along the wall, and in a m
mendous man, fifty feei at least in height, enter the
reom through the vast door. He was followed a few
seconds later by another, and this one shouted htia
voice of thunder:

“Hello! Who has broug
baby chest of drawers yonder!”

The first rose and took up the cabinet, ex-
amining it carefully, but Hugh had the presence
of mind to pull the door to and it was never no
ticed at all, for the giants were looking into.the
| rers to see what was in them.

low came this here?” asked the first ria
“Who has presumed to invade our dwelling ?”

“Some feeble-witted man, I suppose,” replied- the
sccond. “lle has hidden himself zomewhern sbout
the house, I'll warrant. After we'll
him out, and if he's nice ard fat let’s eat
for dessert!”

Huzh trembled so that the
wondercd if there was ony

oment he sg

:’.“;;lnl

dinner seek

him

esbinei shook. He
place in which to hide,

THE MAGIC CABINET

but, reflecting that the giants had not observed the
door in the back of the cabinet, decided that he was
in the safest place as it was.” The giants were
already eating and the rattle they made among the
dishes was terrifie, sounding like .the of a
battle overhead. When they had finished, the first
to enter the room pushed his chair back and said:

“\\'«]l Boreas, (lu] you do much damage to-day?”

lmlrul I did,” replied Boreas, chuckling. “I
sheok Cown a tower that has Nsi>t0d all my efforts
for a hundred years, and tore up that cak forest in
Bohemia at which I've been toiling so long, reoting
up every tree and making a nice, bare desert there.
Oh, I’ve been busy to-day, I assure vou, old Donner-
wetter !”

Donnerwetter laughed a great, rumbling r
thunder and said:

“I suppose you never heard me at
noticed Blitzen }n'rur[ me either, did you ¢ I

“Oh. tut! tut!” exclaimed Boreas. “Who
any attention to you? Of course, Blitzen does some
little damage to property, I'll admit, but what use
you are 1 fail utterly to see!”

“What!” bellowed Donnerwetter:
say this to me! I, who shake the

“Yes; I say it,” re 'urnwl Boreas, blowing a
mighty breath that rocked the cabinet like a boat.
“You are merely a big noise-maker, that’s all. and
can’t harm a thing! You are fit only to frighten
people and make them crawl under the mattresses.
You are simply an accompaniment to Blitzen, the
lightning maker, and he isn’t so much either
pared to me, Boreas, the wind-raiser.”

“Old wind bag!” roared striking
the table and then, shaking himself, he caused a roll
of lhum]vr to echo :h!'wll:.’h the halls of 1[1(‘ gi(m's'
house that made Hugh tremble. This was followed
by a sudden, sharp flash of vivid lightning ilim-
minated the room brilliantly, and then there entered
another giant clad in ycllow, who exclaimed:
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The Boy is Discovered

“What! Quarreling as usual! Can't
keep the peace
other? You are both the noisiest as well as
most useless of beings, and 1 what
were created for!”

“Oh!” retorted Boreas, sarcastically; “I suppose
because you send out a few cheap flashés of light-
ning and burn down a few haystacks now and then
two, vou think you cre the whole
thing in pature, you bragging old fireworks exhi-
bition! I do more damage 1 vo minutes than
vou can accomplish in twelve ye

Now, after hearing all Hugh knew
had Been brought into the house
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Then began uproar Hmn before
attacked the rainmsker, whose name,
learned, was Pluvius, with
he secmed very little put
somewhat quieted, he said:

“Pooh! What sre you, after all, but
lowers? What good do you do, with all vour noise

id uproar? Poor, worthless bellowers an

scorn you one and all!”

Boreas jumped up and sprang at Phx\n:\ with
a terrible roar of rage, and in snotdser instant all
of the giants were fighting. They ~-|!i~~l
clutehing each other by the beard or elothes and the
cabinet acted as if alive, ~L1p ving this way and that
to avoid them., 1nr it would hove been erushed at
oree had even a hand of a giant fallen -upon it.
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The Escape of the Frince,
Freed by Hiugh’s Knowledge
of the Conjurer’s Spell, and
Their Automobile Flight
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